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Peace means? 
 
There are diverse connotations of the meaning of “peace” which range from good 
working order, reduced or absence of conflict, due process, protected personal and 
property rights, a functioning governance system and external serenity. 
 
Ideally, “peace” could be a state of affairs or a return from conflict to this peaceful 
state. The balance that is associated with times of peace is one that can be disrupted 
by aggression, violence and conflicts. When societies suffer from resistances – armed 
or unarmed – we can say that peace in such places is threatened.  
 
Article 1 of the United Nations’ Charter provides us insight into the purposes of the 
United Nations which is principally the achievement of global peace: 
 

1) To maintain international peace and security, and to that end: to take 
effective collective measures for the prevention and removal of threats to the 
peace, and for the suppression of acts of aggression or other breaches of the 
peace, and to bring about by peaceful means, and in conformity with the 
principles of justice and international law, adjustment or settlement of 
international disputes or situations which might lead to a breach of the 
peace; 
 

2) To develop friendly relations among nations based on respect for the 
principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples, and to take other 
appropriate measures to strengthen universal peace; 

 
3) To achieve international co-operation in solving international problems of 

an economic, social, cultural, or humanitarian character, and in promoting 
and encouraging respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms for 
all without distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion; and 

 
4) To be a centre for harmonizing the actions of nations in the attainment of 

these common ends. 
 

It is therefore appropriate to state that the UN Charter can guarantee near-absolute 
world peace if state and non-state actors adopt the spirit of the above principles. 
 
Peace Levels 
 

         Global                      trade, nuclear 
 
                                                                   Continent                  migration 
 
                                                                      Region                   scramble for resources 
 
                                                                       State                     persecutions 
 
                                                                  Community               forced marriages 
 
                                               Family                gender-based violence  
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 Family  
 
Although the smallest unit in the peace levels above, the family is a very 
important component. The majority of conflicts we see in the world stem from 
the family before they escalate to state levels, etc. Today, gender-based 
violence is situated more in the family. This is the same case with child abuse 
which is rising at very alarming levels. 
 

 Community 
 
Whatever happens in communities ultimately impacts on the State. Large 
scale wars in many parts of the world spread from rumours in communities 
where widespread fear resulted in the use of violence as a means of defending 
collective interests. 
 
In communities where there are dominant groups it is very possible to see 
more aggression against perceived weaker groups. Communities tend to 
impose practices which may not generally be acceptable. For example, 
communities having more groups with similar cultures/faiths/beliefs may 
commit other smaller diverse groups to accept these practices, which may not 
align with the beliefs of such smaller groups. This is where a lot of 
compromise is required because the consequence could mean that these 
practices become the norm at the State level. 
 

 State 
 
Political interaction at the State level is a lot more complex than on levels 
below such as the community or family. The State competes for interests 
internally at the local level, and externally against co-States. 
 
Many times a State actor is responding to international issues on the basis and 
at the direction of dominant communities within its borders. A case in point is 
the Bakassi-Cameroon tussle. 
 
Sadly, States have also been responsible for acting against less dominant 
groups e.g. Nazi Germany. It is vital to stop the State’s machinery at points 
where pressure builds up for political leaders to repress smaller non-State 
actors. This is where regional and global vigilance becomes necessary in the 
event that elements within the State cannot swiftly reverse such negative 
actions by the State. 

 
 Region 

 
It has been a lot easier in recent times for States to cooperate on peace 
initiatives at regional levels. This is partly due to the alignment of values and 
established principles unique to each region. 
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Nonetheless, it gets very difficult when regional peace is threatened as seen in 
places like the eastern region of Africa which is still pursuing a recovery in 
many parts. 
 
The scramble for limited resources in regions has been responsible for many 
conflicts recorded in the world today. The Middle East is a clear example of 
this sorts of struggles even though it is largely a region with mostly Arab-
speaking States. 
 

 Continent 
 
Measuring peace on the continents is a task made easier by the general 
indicators of each continent rather than by different regions. The state of 
world peace is better than in previous years according to some leading 
thinkers.  
 
The African continent that used to be the in the news for war stories is less 
likely to be viewed in the same light, as diseases and outbreaks including the 
deadly Ebola have overshadowed conflicts. These outbreaks are more likely to 
cause imbalance to the peace in Africa for instance than aggression by State 
and non-State actors. 
 
In the last 20 years, Europe has become the new theatre of terrorism 
compared to previous armed conflicts in fewer regions on the continent.  

 

 Global 

 

The most complex level of peace is certainly global peace which is protracted 

by polarised interests of State and non-State actors. Leadership at continental 

levels are partly responsible for the oscillating state of world peace.  

 

This is not to rule out the possibility of continued world peace including the 

decline of armed conflicts, which have been largely responsible for the loss of 

lives at the global level. The World Wars must not be repeated in any guise in 

history if the minimal state of current global peace is anything to go by. 

 

Like the global financial crisis of the late 2000s, the devastation global 

disorder can result to from the continents down to the family level cannot be 

overstated.  

Summary 

Peace should therefore be viewed as the state of affairs where there is some measure 

of controlled equilibrium from the family unit to the global stage of governance. 

Maintaining peace at the family unit – eliminating violence - can equal to the true 

essence of world peace. 


