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STEPPING UP BEFORE CRISIS 

The root causes of disturbances to the peace of any society are sometimes initially 

untraceable until an analysis by stakeholders is carried out. It has been shown repeatedly in 

many societies that issues or personalities can spark a crisis – either unilaterally or in 

conjunction with others. 

Any society that wishes to maintain tranquillity must be prepared to constantly keep watch 

on the issues, policies, and personalities that can disrupt the peaceful functioning of such 

society. Deploying political or military might against dissenting views, opponents, or fellow 

States can largely lead to crisis which such proponents may not be fully prepared to curtail. 

Peacemakers and other informal go-betweens are familiar with the very difficult negotiations 

that come with striving parties. No wonder there is now an international move that favours 

pre-emptive actions to quell potential acts or omissions that can lead to unimaginable 

consequences. Crisis can be a very slippery place to be either politically, economically, or 

socially. Things get out of control pretty quickly leading to many theatres of conflicts with 

loss of time and human capital – whether in the form of a total lockdown of economic 

activities, loss of lives, and or harm to property. 

Development organisations have seen many projects suffer incredible delays owing to the 

impact of crisis in areas of project execution. Of course majority of the time there are many 

signals that a crisis is brewing long before there is large-scale escalation. Projects now assess 

risks such as communal tensions, disturbances, political climate and low stakeholder 

participation as examples that can trigger crisis. 

It is now common for States to develop mechanisms unique to their environments when 

handling crisis. Such mechanisms provide the requisite guidance to implementing 

stakeholders whose aim will be to track the causes of any crisis. Some States and institutions 

now regularly monitor both real and prospective threats to peace depending on the available 

resources to do so. 

For example, many states in Nigeria now rely on age-group and community development 

associations to provide the needed feedback on potential crisis sources. It is no longer secret 

that there is a lot of monitoring (sometimes unlawfully invasive) of what is now described as 

online “social media” in some parts of the world, with the overall aim of predicting the path 

of potential crisis situations.  
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The print and electronic media remain widely used by governments to measure sentiments 

that can morph into crisis. It is not every crisis that has a national colouration because some 

issues may lead to local crisis even though the issues may have emanated from national 

policies. So where for instance there is a national mandate for all citizens to sign up for a 

national identity system which may translate into benefits for citizens, it may lead to a crisis 

is some remote part of the country if the government does not adequately or timeously 

capture citizens’ data into such a system. 

Making peaceful co-existence a national objective will go a long stretch to lengthen the 

stability of any State. Peacebuilding will in turn now become the overarching responsibility 

of every citizen - old and young. No doubt, inequality – howsoever manifested- remains the 

leading root cause of societies. This is true in societies that are very diverse and where 

competition for limited resources, including political power, is the order of the day. 

States need to be deliberate about promoting a national consciousness for peaceful relations. 

There should be collective efforts at all levels of society to ensure that peace is the ultimate 

attainment of every successive government. To malign opposing views in a society is to 

prepare grounds for conflicts, rebellion, and secession. 

Notwithstanding, States are not able to solely coordinate peace efforts that can keep society 

stable. Cultural, religious, communal and other leaders of though and influence may have far 

more success with peaceful initiatives than the State. The intertwining effects of culture on 

the interactions of humans in a given society have long dominated the evolution of the global 

status quo – institutions that enforce peace at national and international levels e.g. the 

United Nations. 

Youth are gradually becoming the consensus stakeholders who can help prevent the 

breakdown of law and order in societies. Almost every major movement since the major 

world wars have been founded or ‘hijacked’ by youth. The narrative for peace is therefore 

best served if youth are allowed to air the grievances of affected sections of society for which 

they remain its major stakeholders. States will do well to facilitate peacebuilding initiatives 

that derive intelligent opinions from young people including those likely to be vulnerable in 

the event of a crisis. 

Youth have the added responsibility to mediate, draft open letters, cooperate with law 

enforcement official and fashion out modern social media communication messages to 

lessen the possibility of crisis situations. 


